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Introduction to Geography and
Map Skills
In this unit we seek to develop
some of the fundamental skills
of being a Geographer. We
explore our continents and
oceans as well as seeking to
read maps confidently using 4
and 6 figure grid references, as
well as using scale to measure

dictanco

Climate Change
How and why is the climate changing, what
are the effects and what can we do about it?
A vital topic for the future of our planet.

- Responsibility for solving climate
change
- How to solve climate change
GEOGRAPHY ) . k
CAREERS - Debating opinions of climate
change.

Global weather hazards
Tropical storms, tornadoes, wildfires,
floods and drought. These hazards
affect many countries, often having
severe consequences for people and
the environment. Specific case study
examples will be studied, including
drought in California and typhoons in
the Philippines.

Development
Why are some countries more developed than
others and what is being done to try and create
a more equal world? We’ll explore some of the
differences and discover how they can be
measured.

- Development of strategies to

measure development

Work of NGOs
GEQGRAPHY

CAREERS

Rivers and Water
Over the course of the
Earth’s history, rivers
have carved out our
landscape. You will
follow the river from
source to mouth to learn
all about the processes
and landforms created.

ill also explore the
I rtance of water as a

GEQGRAPHY

“Ai¥ESource in our daily

South Korea
This is a chance to think
synoptically about everything
that we have studied in Year 7
and to apply this knowledge to
a specific country. In this case
we will be focusing on South
Korea looking at its natural
landscape and climate as well as
exploring its culture.

GEOGRAPHY
CAREERS

Throughout the Year 7 Geography syllabus pupils have the opportunity to link their Geographical learning to the wider world considering the roles professionals play in managing global issues such as
Climate change an in facilitating social and economic development. Additionally, pupils will consider the role of professionals in managing our physical environment such as developing river
management plans and the challenges that this can pose. Furthermore, throughout these topics, pupils engage in activities to develop their character virtues for employability such as problem solving
and teamwork through the completion of decision-making exercises as well as developing their communication by engaging in a whole class debate about climate change and the best strategy to
solve this. Throughout the curriculum, pupils are taught to think critically about the issues the world Is facing, judging the importance of different factors and justifying their own opinions.

Alongside work in the lessons, pupils will complete 3 homework-based task that are explicitly linked to careers in Geography. These will be linked closely to the topics being studied within the year 7

curriculum.

Tropical Rainforests and
Deforestation
Rainforests are often described as
the lungs of our Earth. However,
high rates of deforestation are
putting this at risk. In this unit we
will explore the characteristics of
tropical rainforests and their
animals. We will also investigate
the causes, impacts and possible
solutions of deforestation.
- Sustainable
N— management of
CAREERS rainforests

Urbanisation
84% of people in the UK live in towns or
cities. Where are those cities, what are they
like and what challenges do they face in the
future? We'll look at a range of examples
from around the country.

- Managing Population change

GEQGRAPHY
CAREERS

Coasts and Oceans

We will study physical processes
such as erosion and transportation
which help shape our coastline. The
landforms found at our coastal zone
will be explored and how these are

managed. Alongside this, we also
consider our oceans and how these
are an important part of our natural

environments.

- Manging the coastline
@ - Understanding threats to

the oceans and how to
manage these.

GEQGRAPHY
CAREERS

Plate tectonics (earthquakes)

The inner workings of planet Earth has the
power to cause earth-shattering earthquakes.
We will be learning about the causes and
impacts of the hazard, as well as innovative
solutions to protect those at risk.

- Disaster management.

GEQGRAPHY
CAREERS

Fieldwork Investigation
What is your
neighbourhood like?
How does it compare to
other parts of
Birmingham? This is a
chance to explore and
understand your local
y collecting some
ry and secondary

GEQGRAPHY
CAREERS d ata.

- Fieldwork
and
collecting

Australia
This is a chance to think
synoptically about everything
that we have studied in Year 7
and year 8 and to apply this
knowledge to a specific country.
In this case we will be focusing
on Australia looking at its
natural landscape and culture
and exploring the Great Barrier

Reef.

GEQGRAPHY
CAREERS

- Decision making
exercise- Protecting
the great barrier

GEOGRAPHY
CAREERS

Within the year 8 curriculum, pupils further develop their understanding of the wider context of their Geographical studies. Pupils have the opportunity to learn about careers associated with tropical
rainforests and their management, considering this from the perspectives of global agencies and the importance of interactions with local people. This also extends to considering the management of
oceans and the role of different organisations and individuals in this process. Furthermore, pupils will be introduced to the role of hazard risk management in responding to the negative impacts of
natural disasters. Pupils will hear about specific roles that people have had in these processes, as well as the skills that are needed to pursue these careers. For example, pupils will explore teamwork
and decision making in the tectonic hazards’ unit exploring responses to tsunami’s. Pupils will also develop their character virtues for employability by working on their analytical skills by looking at
secondary data in the fieldwork unit. In addition, all units will encourage pupils to reflect on their own ideas, beliefs and opinions and to justify these using evidence from the lessons.

Alongside work in the lessons, pupils will complete 3 homework-based task that are explicitly linked to careers in Geography. These will be linked closely to the topics being studied within the year 7

curriculum.

-




Glaciation and Cold Environment
Our polar, tundra and alpine
regions of the world are vital
ecosystems for us to explore.

During this unit, we will investigate
glaciers and how they are formed

as well as looking at the challenges
that cold environments are facing.

- Scientific research and

Globalisation
The world is becoming more interlinked. We
will explore the improvements in transport,
trade and technology that have made us
more ‘global’ as well as the benefits and costs
of our global connections.

- Trade and development of
fairtrade.

Global Futures
The world is facing unprecedented
challenges such as climate change,
environmental disasters and
deforestation. In this unit we seek to
explore these challenges and begin
to discuss ways that we could go

about solving some of these issues.

- Decision making

Fieldwork investigation
Further develop your fieldwork skills as you
create a hypothesis, collect primary and
secondary data, present and analyse your
results, draw a conclusion and evaluate what
you've done.

- Data collection and conducting
research
- Presenting and analysing data

Hazards
Tornadoes, floods and
storm events all have

profound impacts on the
communities they
impact. In this unit, we
explore the causes,
impacts and responses to
these hazards exploring
specific case studies to
investigate these further.

Tanzania
This is a chance to think
synoptically about everything
that we have studied in Key
Stage 3 and to apply this
knowledge to a specific country.
In this case we will be focusing
on Tanzania looking at its
natural landscape and culture as
well as looking at the recent

investigatin . - GEOGRAPHY - Hazard development and urbanisation
ERREERS gating . CRRERRS “eiip exercise- Building homes CAREERS P "
- Managing polar regions preparedness of their cities.
for the future. N—4 q
CAREERS an
management

GEOGRAPHY
CAREERS

Within the year 9 Geography curriculum pupils are given the opportunity to develop their understanding of Geography in careers by beginning to look at the specific careers that could be sought from
further Geography studies and the skills that this could give them. Throughout year 9, pupils will have insight into to the work of Non-Governmental Organisations and the wider global organisations
such as Trade Blocs and the Fairtrade movement. In addition, pupils will further develop their knowledge of hazard management with regards to polar environments and management of tornadoes.

The year 9 curriculum seeks to build on previous character virtues for employability such as teamwork and problem solving whilst also encouraging greater reflection on their own thoughts and ideas

on global issues and the actions that need to be taken to tackle these. In addition, pupils are encouraged to further develop their skills of analysis and report writing by conducting their own
independent fieldwork enquiry. Alongside work in the lessons, pupils will complete 3 homework-based task that are explicitly linked to careers in Geography. These will be linked closely to the topics
being studied within the year 7 curriculum.

Furthermore, all year 9 pupils have the opportunity to take part in the “Big Ideas Day” to develop sustainable initiatives to solve global issues. This is accompanied by support from local employers
who work with pupils to develop their designs and how these ideas can then be developed in the real world. The Big Ideas program aims to encourage young people to develop their application of
knowledge to new scenarios, problem solving and their communication skills, particularly with new people and employers. Those who progress through to the regional and national finals will also
continue to develop their presentation skills.
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build on much of the knowledge
and many of the skills already
developed in KS3.

Studying the basic drivers of the
physical world as we know it:
volcanoes, earthquakes and

tsunamis.

. - Hazard Management

- Volcanologist

THRERS - Seismologist
Development Dynamics
Why are some countries so

‘left behind’? Why is wealth

we as a society do to try and
positively impact this?

:

GEOGRAPHY
CAREERS

Working for an NGO
Development
Researcher

Your GCSE course will allow you to

Natural Hazards (inc. volcanoes)

developed? Why have others been

unequally distributed and what can

Development Dynamics (India)
A specific country depth study of India allows
us to examine the country now classed as an
‘emerging’ nation. We will examine how India
has developed in recent years and whether
the impacts, both positive and negative, are

fairly distributed.

Natural hazards (climate change)

The causes and consequences of climate
change are fundamental to human life in the
21 century. We will study how and why our
climate has changed in recent years and what
we can do at all levels of society to impact on

current climate change.

Analysing data and different data
presentations.

- Developing sources of renewable
energy.
Climatologist

GEQGRAPHY ~
CAREERS

Natural Hazards (tropical storms
and global atmospheric circulation)
The study of tropical cyclones allows

us to see the impact that climate

change is having on global
atmospheric systems, alongside the
ways humans try to mitigate the
impacts of natural disasters.

- Hazard management

GEQGRAPHY . .
careers - Storm proof buildings

Challenges of an urbanising world
Today, more people live in cities than in the
countryside, for the first time in human history.
We will investigate the causes and impacts of
urbanisation, as well as comparing rates and
issues in both developing and developed
countries. A specific country depth study of
Mumbai, India, builds on our previous
understanding of the country, and will allow us
to investigate the causes, impacts and
challenges that Mumbai faces as a rapidly
growing city in an emerging economy.

— Urban planning and town planning

RRERS-  Planning and development surveyor

UK physical landscapes
Understanding the UK’s physical landscape includes
studying the geology and past processes that have
influenced our country over millennia. We will study the
UK’s distinctive landscapes and investigate the impact that
human activity has had on this.

Rivers
With a focus on UK landscapes, we will study river processes
and the distinctive landscapes they form. We will examine
how river landscapes are influenced by physical and human
factors, as well as investigating flooding and flood risk in the
UK.

Coasts
Continuing the focus on UK landscapes, we will study how
geology and physical processes influence the UK coastline.
Alongside this, we’ll examine how human activities
influence the coast and how these influences can best be

managed.
- Working for the Environment Agency
SRR - Developing coastal management plans
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UK’s evolving human landscape

changed and what have the
impacts of those changes been?

does it face in the future?
- Town planning and
sy transport planning
CAREERS
- Cartographer
- GIS

Apply our prior learning to our very
own city of Birmingham. How has it

What challenges and opportunities

People and the biosphere and
Forests under threat
A stark example of the interconnection
between human and physical geography as
we explore how humans exploit, manage and
conserve our natural woodland habitats

across the globe.

GEOGRAPHY_
CAREERS _

Sustainability
Forestry and Agriculture
Working for an NGO

Consuming energy resources
One of the 21° century’s biggest
challenges; how we consume and

manage our energy resources

sustainably for an increasingly
wealthy, growing population.

International
Organisations and NGO's
Sustainable energy
alternatives

Paper 3 and geographical skills revision

GEOQOGRAPHY

CAREERS

The Edexcel B Geography curriculum is far more than a study of maps; it is a practical toolkit designed to prepare your child for the modern workforce. Rather than simple memorisation, the course
focuses on "thinking like a geographer" to solve real-world problems. Pupils gain hands-on experience with Geographical Information Systems (GIS) and digital mapping—the same technology used by
global corporations to manage logistics and track climate change. Through fieldwork, they learn to collect and analyse data, providing a head start for careers in engineering, data science, and
environmental consultancy. In addition, the course focuses on decision-making. Pupils are taught to evaluate complex challenges—such as balancing economic growth with environmental
protection—and justify a clear strategy to do this effectively. This ability to weigh evidence and think critically makes geographers highly sought after in management, law, and urban planning. By
exploring climate hazards and urban development, pupils are prepared for roles as sustainability consultants, disaster managers, and geopolitical analysts. Both the content and practical experiences
of fieldwork develop the character virtues and the technical ability to handle data, the communication skills to write professional reports, and a deep understanding of global challenges.




Coastal landscapes
We’'ll explore different coastal landscapes and generate detailed understanding of
the wide range of physical processes that create them. We’'ll also consider how our
coastlines are at risk from coastal erosion and sea level change and what strategies
can be put in place to manage those risks taking into account sustainability and a
range of views from different stakeholders.

- Coastal management advisor
- Shoreline Management Planner
- Flood protection officer
CAREER - Environmental Protection officer

Shaping places
How and why do places vary? How and why do different people’s perceptions of a place
vary? In this unit of work we’ll also be contrasting two places in detail using GIS and
statistical analysis. We’ll then examine the need, purpose and measures of success of
regeneration projects in a range of places around the world, including Selly Oak.

- Town planner
- Architect
GEQOGRAPHY - Civil engineer
o - Policy advisor
- Sustainability consultant

Non-examined assessment
Students will construct their own independent investigation
worth 20% of their final mark. This will involve formulating a
fieldwork hypothesis, primary and secondary data
collection, data presentation, data analysis, drawing a
conclusion and evaluation. This is an opportunity for
students to utilise and develop their research and project
management skills.
- GIS Analyst
CAREERY - Data analyst
- Topic specific jobs linked to other areas of the

12 Globalisation Tecthic Processes .and H_azards .
The increasing independence and interconnectedness between countries is studied. Th.e structure of the Earth will be explored, including a number of plate tector.nc Physical systems and sustainability
We consider how globalisation has changed over time, how it can be measured and theories. We study exactly how, why and where e.arthquakes, yolcanoes, tsunamls.and Fundamental to human and environmental wellbeing are
‘switched-off’ regions. The importance of TNCs and I1GOs in the global economic hotspots oceur. When does a hazard become.a (:!lsastgr? The importance of plann.lng, the systems keeping everything in balance. The water and
system is reflected upon. The impacts of globalisation on culture, migration, preparation and response to hazards, and linking this to levels of development is carbon cycles help maintain precious resources we couldn’t
economies and the environment are examined. We also analyse development another focus. survive without, we will investigate the inputs, fluxes and
measures and how the impacts of globalisation may be mitigated through processes within these cycles, taking a systems approach to
sustainability and ethical consumption. geography. Then, we will look at how human actions
- International relations - Seismologist degrade and alter both cycles and the global, regional and
@ - Non-Governmental Organisations and charity work - Volcanologist local issues threatening their functionality before studying
GEOCHAPHY - United Nations ; : : .
AREERS X - Hazard Risk Assessor innovative solutions to fix Planet Earth!
- Economist - Non-Governmental Organisations
Superpowers
Continuing our study of geopolitics, we will examine how different countries use Sovereignty, migration and identity
different techniques and influence to remain in key positions within global politics | 1"roughout human history, people have migrated to improve their quality of life and to
and economics. Examining contested borders and regions forms a key part of this escape hardship and hazard. We’ll examine the historical and modern-day reasons for
unit. We'll focus on multiple examples of countries across the world, from North these patterns of movement across the globe, linking closely to other A Level topics of
America to Africa to Asia. Globalisation and Superpowers to help us understand these patterns and the impacts
they have had around the world. We’'ll also examine how IGOs have worked to support
- Non- Governmental Organisations and charity work different countries and challenges that migration routes can bring for different
- United Nations countries.
- Diplomat - World bank and IMF
- Civl Servant - Journalis
GEOTRARHY - Political risk analyst cEOSRAPHY  ~ Political risk analyst
o - Geopolitical advisor - Public relations
13

Physical systems and sustainability
Fundamental to human and environmental wellbeing are the systems keeping
everything in balance. The water and carbon cycles help maintain precious
resources we couldn’t survive without, we will investigate the inputs, fluxes and
processes within these cycles, taking a systems approach to geography. Then, we
will look at how human actions degrade and alter both cycles and the global,
regional and local issues threatening their functionality before studying innovative
solutions to fix Planet Earth!

@ - Environmental consultant
- Hydrologist
- Civil/Water Engineer
- Carbon consultant

GEQGRAPHY

Paper 3
To be a superb geographer, being able to link all of the pieces of knowledge together all
the way from tectonics through to superpowers and the carbon cycle, is crucial in
understanding the world we live in. To end your 7-year geography journey with us, we
will look at overarching themes such as sustainability and globalisation that knit
together every piece of the puzzle.




GEOQOGRAPHY
CAREERS

The Edexcel A-level Geography course goes beyond academic rigour to build both professional expertise and personal character. Through
the Independent Investigation, students develop resilience and self-motivation as they manage their own research from start to finish—skills that
directly mirror the work of environmental consultants and project managers. The NEA gives students the opportunity to work independently and focus
on an area of Geography that they find most interesting. In conjunction with this, student are encouraged to engage in reflective practice by

evaluating their fieldwork process. Technically, students master advanced GIS mapping and statistical analysis, preparing them for high-growth roles

in data science, engineering, and logistics. The curriculum also fosters integrity and global stewardship; by studying climate ethics and geopolitical

conflicts, students develop the empathy and intellectual humility needed to lead in a diverse, modern workforce. Ultimately, the course produces
"synoptic thinkers" who are as ethically grounded as they are technically skilled, making them standout candidates for management, law, and urban

planning.




