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Introduction to Geography and
Map Skills

In this unit we seek to develop
some of the fundamental skills
of being a Geographer. We
explore our continents and

maps confidently using 4 and 6

using scale to measure distance

Tropical Rainforests and

oceans as well as seeking to read

figure grid references, as well as

Climate Change

How and why is the climate changing,

what are the effects and what can we

do about it? A vital topic for the
future of our planet.

Global weather hazards
Tropical storms, tornadoes, wildfires,
floods and drought. These hazards
affect many countries, often having
severe consequences for people and
the environment. Specific case study
examples will be studied, including
drought in California and typhoons in
the Philippines.

Development
Why are some countries more
developed than others and what is
being done to try and create a more
equal world? We'll explore some of
the differences and discover how
they can be measured.

Rivers and Water
Over the course of the Earth’s
history, rivers have carved out our
landscape. You will follow the river
from source to mouth to learn all
about the processes and landforms
created. We will also explore the
importance of water as a resource in
our daily lives.

South Korea
This is a chance to think synoptically
about everything that we have
studied in Year 7 and to apply this
knowledge to a specific country. In
this case we will be focusing on South
Korea looking at it’s natural
landscape and climate as well as
exploring its culture.

Deforestation
Rainforests are often described as
the lungs of our Earth. However,

high rates of deforestation are
putting this at risk. In this unit we
will explore the characteristics of
tropical rainforests and their
animals. We will also investigate
the causes, impacts and possible
solutions of deforestation.

Urbanisation
84% of people in the UK live in towns
or cities. Where are those cities,
what are they like and what
challenges do they face in the future?
We’'ll look at a range of examples
from around the country.

Coasts and Oceans
We will study physical processes such
as erosion and transportation which
help shape our coastline. The
landforms found at our coastal zone
will be explored and how these are
managed. Alongside this, we also
consider our oceans and how these
are an important part of our natural
environments.

Plate tectonics (earthquakes)
The inner workings of planet Earth

has the power to cause earth-
shattering earthquakes. We will be

learning about the causes and

impacts of the hazard, as well as

innovative solutions to protect those
at risk.

Fieldwork Investigation
What is your neighbourhood like?
How does it compare to other parts
of Birmingham? This is a chance to
explore and understand your local
area by collecting some primary and
secondary data.

Australia

This is a chance to think synoptically
about everything that we have

studied in Year 7 and year 8 and to

apply this knowledge to a specific
country. In this case we will be

focusing on Australia looking at its

natural landscape and culture and
exploring the Great Barrier Reef.

Glaciation and Cold Environment
Our polar, tundra and alpine
regions of the world are vital
ecosystems for us to explore.

During this unit, we will investigate

glaciers and how they are formed

as well as looking at the challenges
that cold environments are facing.

Globalisation
The world is becoming more
interlinked. We will explore the
improvements in transport, trade
and technology that have made us
more ‘global’ as well as the benefits
and costs of our global connections.

Global Futures
The world is facing unprecedented
challenges such as climate change,
environmental disasters and
deforestation. In this unit we seek to
explore these challenges and begin
to discuss ways that we could go
about solving some of these issues.

Fieldwork investigation
Further develop your fieldwork skills
as you create a hypothesis, collect
primary and secondary data, present
and analyse your results, draw a
conclusion and evaluate what you’ve
done.

Hazards
Tornadoes, floods and storm events
all have profound impacts on the
communities they impact. In this
unit, we explore the causes, impacts
and responses to these hazards
exploring specific case studies to
investigate these further.

Tanzania
This is a chance to think synoptically
about everything that we have
studied in Key Stage 3 and to apply
this knowledge to a specific country.
In this case we will be focusing on
Tanzania looking at its natural
landscape and culture as well as
looking at the recent development
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Your GCSE course will allow you to
build on much of the knowledge
and many of the skills already
developed in KS3.

Natural Hazards (inc. volcanoes)
Studying the basic drivers of the
physical world as we know it:
volcanoes, earthquakes and
tsunamis.

Development Dynamics
Why are some countries so
developed? Why have others been
‘left behind’? Why is wealth
unequally distributed and what can
we as a society do to try and

positively impact this?

Development Dynamics (India)
A specific country depth study of

India allows us to examine the
country now classed as an ‘emerging’
nation. We will examine how India
has developed in recent years and
whether the impacts, both positive
and negative, are fairly distributed.

Natural hazards (climate change)
The causes and consequences of
climate change are fundamental to
human life in the 21 centry. We will
study how and why our climate has
changed in recent years and what we
can do at all levels of society to
impact on current climate change.

geology and past processes that have

distinctive landscapes and investigate

Natural Hazards (tropical storms and
global atmospheric circulation)
The study of tropical cyclones allows
us to see the impact that climate
change is having on global
atmospheric systems, alongside the
ways humans try to mitigate the
impacts of natural disasters.

UK physical landscapes
Understanding the UK’s physical
landscape includes studying the

influenced our country over
millennia. We will study the UK’s

the impact that human activity has
had on this.

Challenges of an urbanising world
Today, more people live in cities than
in the countryside, for the first time
in human history. We will investigate
the causes and impacts of
urbanisation, as well as comparing
rates and issues in both developing
and developed countries. A specific
country depth study of Mumbai,

India, builds on our previous
understanding of the country, and
will allow us to investigate the
causes, impacts and challenges that
Mumbai faces as a rapidly growing
city in an emerging economy.

Rivers
With a focus on UK landscapes, we
will study river processes and the
distinctive landscapes they form. We
will examine how river landscapes
are influenced by physical and
human factors, as well as
investigating flooding and flood risk
in the UK.

Coasts

Continuing the focus on UK
landscapes, we will study how
geology and physical processes
influence the UK coastline. Alongside
this, we’ll examine how human
activities influence the coast and how
these influences can best be

managed.

and urbanisation of their cities.

UK’s evolving human landscape
The human landscape of the UK has
been changing for thousands of
years: more so in the last 100 years
than ever before. We will investigate
the ways that the UK’s human
landscapes, both urban and rural, are
changing and examine how the
impacts of these changes are
managed at present.




UK'’s evolving human landscape
Apply our prior learning to our very
own city of Birmingham. How has it

People and the biosphere and
Forests under threat
A stark example of the

Consuming energy resources
One of the 21° century’s biggest

Paper 3 and geographical skills
challenges; how we consume and

11 changed and what have the impacts | interconnection between human and revision
. manage our energy resources
of those changes been? What physical geography as we explore ably f : o
it how humans exploit, manage and sustainably for an increasingly
challenges and opportunities does ’ wealthy, growing population.
it face in the future? conserve our natural woodland
Ilan haping pl .
we'll lore diff tcoaSttaI Ia :scapes d te detailed H d why do pl ? HS o oIg phacfis diff t le’ ti Non-examined assessment
e exP ore di ert.en coastal lan sc?apes and generate detaile ow and why do p ace§ vary. ow an w y do differen pepp e’s percep |'ons Students will construct their own independent investigation worth 20% of
understanding of the wide range of physical processes that create them. of a place vary? In this unit of work we’ll also be contrasting two places in e L . . . .
, i . ) ) o L ) , . their final mark. This will involve formulating a fieldwork hypothesis, primary
We'll also consider how our coastlines are at risk from coastal erosion and | detail using GIS and statistical analysis. We’ll then examine the need, purpose . . . .
) ) ; ) ) and secondary data collection, data presentation, data analysis, drawing a
sea level change and what strategies can be put in place to manage those and measures of success of regeneration projects in a range of places around . . . . -
i o e i ) ] ) conclusion and evaluation. This is an opportunity for students to utilise and
risks taking into account sustainability and a range of views from different the world, including Selly Oak. . . .
develop their research and project management skills.
stakeholders.
12 Globalisation
The increasing independence and interconnectedness between countries is Tectonic Processes and Hazards _ Superpowers _ _
studied. We consider how globalisation has changed over time, how it can The structure of the Earth will be explored, including a number of plate Through this human geography unit of study, we will examine the recent and
be measured and ‘switched-off’ regions. The importance of TNCs and 1GOs tectonic theories. We study exactly how, why and where earthquakes, current geopolitical dynamics around the world. Starting more than 300 years
in the global economic system is reflected upon. The impacts of volcanoes, tsunamis and hotspots occur. When does a hazard become a ago, we’ll use historical knowledge to look at how colonialism directly
globalisation on culture, migration, economies and the environment are disaster? The importance of planning, preparation and response to hazards, impacted and influenced the world as we know it today. We’ll examine how
examined. We also analyse development measures and how the impacts of and linking this to levels of development is another focus. neo-colonial structures still impact many countries, with a focus on China’s
globalisation may be mitigated through sustainability and ethical increasing influence on the world stage.
consumption.
Sovereignty, migration and identity
o Superpowers _ _ Throughout human history, people have migrated to improve their quality of
Continuing our study of geopolltlcst we will examine how dlfferen't' life and to escape hardship and hazard. We’ll examine the historical and
couptr.les use dlffergnt techniques a'nd |anue.nc'e to remain in key positions modern-day reasons for these patterns of movement across the globe,
W'Fh'” global politics and economics. Ex,ammmg contest.ed borders and linking closely to other A Level topics of Globalisation and Superpowers to
regions for_ms a key part of this unit. We'll focus on multlp'le examples of | help us understand these patterns and the impacts they have had around the
countries across the world, from North America to Africa to Asia. world. We'll also examine how IGOs have worked to support different

Physical systems and sustainability
Fundamental to human and environmental wellbeing are the systems
keeping everything in balance. The water and carbon cycles help maintain
precious resources we couldn’t survive without, we will investigate the
inputs, fluxes and processes within these cycles, taking a systems approach
to geography. Then, we will look at how human actions degrade and alter
both cycles and the global, regional and local issues threatening their
functionality before studying innovative solutions to fix Planet Earth!

Paper 3
To be a superb geographer, being able to link all of the pieces of knowledge
together all the way from tectonics through to superpowers and the carbon
cycle, is crucial in understanding the world we live in. To end your 7-year
geography journey with us, we will look at overarching themes such as
sustainability and globalisation that knit together every piece of the puzzle.




